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TWO LUXURIOUS
MASTER SUITES THAT
LET YOU GET AWAY

V ATE =&
DOMAINS

A refuge from the outside world, a romantic haven at home, and a

retreat as pampering as any resort—today, master suites function as
all three, “Master bedrooms are growing in size, often incorporating sit-
ting areas, exercise rooms, walk-in closets or dressing rooms. even mini
kitchens or coffee bars,” says Gopal Ahluwalia, vice president of
research for the Mational Association of Home Builders. A separate
suite offers privacy away from kids and a place for busy couples to
reconnect. Fill it with amenities, and “it lets you feel like you're on vaca-
tion at home,” says Akron, Ohig, interior designer Alan Garren.

The master bedroom is becoming a second living room, one com-
plete with cathedral ceilings. a built-in sound system, a gas fireplace,
and a flat-screen TV. The real star. though, is the master bath, which
includes every luxury, whather the space is shared or split into his-and-
hers retreats. Here and on the following pages are two idea-packed plans.

A SLEEK SUITE WITH
SEPARATE BATHS

OR THE OWNERS OF THIS NEW VACATION

home on New York's Long ldand, a private, fese-

floor suite was a priofity. 50 East Hampron, New
York-hased architeet Christopher DiSunno designed a
separane wing. with its own entry fover to create a soand
and privacy barrier berween the bedroom and the rest of the
hovaxe. = Firse-floor master suiies are becomang a trend among
baby boomers, who are thinking ahead to retirement and
furnre accessibiliny,” savs DiSunno. For these emptv-nesters,
whose children and grandchildren visit often, it serves as
A quict oasis. [ contnued ]




ﬂ and dressing chotets g bBoth hus.
band and wile their own private
spaces An aimost circular porch off-
sets the largely scuare geomaetry of
tha rest of the 800-5quare-foot sulte.

e

Simple, narural materials—maple and limestonc—and new-
tral colors give the suite a spare, unclumered look, =1 didn't
even want curtains,” says the wife, *Just the wonderful vews
out our windows.™

A small aleove leads from the bedroom to separate his-
and-hers bathrooms, cach with a clean, classic bk, Equist]-szre
dressing closets are lined wath cedar and firred with custome
buile shelves, drawers, and floor-to-ceiling shoe racks, At
the owner's request, there's no TV in the master bedroom
todisrupt the peaceful armasphere, but a whole-house sound
system with satellive radio and their entire CD collection on
its server can be operated by touch pads adjacent to the
laght switches in cach room. A separate home office is right
next door

“By placing the eovphasis on matural light and narnural mare-
rials, we created a serene world unto itself within the larger
haowse,”™ says DiSunno.

DESIGM ADVICE FROM THE PROS

B Daterming easly on wihve you want your bed to be,
because that will atfect the placerment of windows,
lighting, TV, & frepiace, and electncal cutlets, sdvises
Growmvweach, Connectinut, architect Jay Hoverson,

B Reduce noote by making sume the todet and shower
aren't placed on & wall thaned with the bedroom.
Locating closets bobween e bednoom and bash wi
ool too. If mone of thess schsmes works, ke nolb-
deadenmyg nsulation . the bathroom walls and carpats
ing in the bedroom s absorh tound

B Keep wiork out of the bedrocm, advises East
Hamplon, Merwr York, architect Cheistopher DiSunng, <&
3t of people sk for o desk or small sjudy: but § el
tham not to Dut i in the masbor sule a5 4 courtesy bo

B Prosdde sooeid ta the ouldoors in some way “Create
& prvate cutdoor space adiacens 1o the bedroom if you
can, wihither (£ & emall covengd porch, geck, of
screned porch.” says DiSunna. These spates may
miude a hot tub or outdoor finplace
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B Don'T skemp on closet space. “People often undar-
eqtimate the amount of stomge they nesd” Lays Alron,
Cihic, interior designer Alan Gamren. “And add a chair ar
berch $0 you don't hive to go back to the bedngom to
Ut on: U Ehoss”

B Trnk aboist using skoyliphty in the bath o bring in
hght without cempremising priviscy. Svoed them in the
Bedroam, though, uriess you add remole-contnal win-
chon COVErIMGS.

B Consadir customizeng the hesght of your wanity,
Standard countertess are 30 1o 52 inches high: you
Fridiy weanit yours 32 or even 36 inches, depending on
your heght

B Thartk hand st that wheriposl tul, schises Gamen,

B Dot forget o sod adeguate dramags for shower rain-
haacs and mudtiple body speays. advises DiSunna. “Once
you oump i all that wader & Rl B0 Ferve 20me place to ga™
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- HER DLATHRCOM
Ty weale's bathadom
had & glassad-in Ao
stall and a droprn
whiripaal tulb with &
panckad surraund. With
an axtra-wide deck, the
Frar e £ ogieiadl £ onidohl
girik nlwo hae comne-
nigrit hancing Spaos o
Boeeanle nckermantn
Dauitda-Fuung wirnkens
with frosted ghhring o
the Boltorm wath batlo
thee roodns in ndbural
gt whale prodocting
privacy. The mapht
Tietrineg - mintchaes e
bodroom’s.
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